A. Symbolism of the Character

A duck wearing a white coat. Don Tiburcio de Espadaña was the hen-pecked husband of Doña Victorina in Jose Rizal’s Noli Me Tangere. He was under his wife’s orders of being a proud Spanish doctor in the Philippines. 
Why did Don Tiburcio became  a quack doctor?
Don Tiburcio came to the Philippines as a petty official in the Customs. He had a really bad fate that, besides experiencing severely from seasickness and breaking a leg during the travel, he had been dismissed from his work within a fortnight, just at the time when he found himself without a room. After his rough incident on his travel, he did not care to return to his motherland without being rich, so he decided to dedicate himself to something. Spanish pride hindered him to engage in physical labor, although the poor man would willingly have done any kind of job in order to survive. 

At first he had worked at the cost of some of his fellow Spaniard, but he instead was struck with poverty, so instead of getting plump, he then grew thin. Since he had neither education nor cash nor references he was told by his countrymen, who wished to get rid of him, to go to the rural areas and act as a doctor of medicine. He declined at first, for he had no knowledge even when he worked for a short period that he had spent as an attendant in a hospital. His duties there having been to dust off the benches and light the fires. But as his desires were pressing and as his conscience were soon laid to rest by his friends. He finally gave in and went to the poor Filipino rural areas. He began by asking only modest charges, as his scruples dictated, but later, he ended by putting a higher charge on his visits. Thus he should have been a great physician and would probably have made a big amount of wealth if the medical authorities in Manila had not heard of his overpriced fees and the competition that he was causing other doctors. The truth soon reached the ears of the people and they began to have doubts about him, so in a little while he lost his practice and found himself into the rags again. It was at that time that he met Doña Victorina and her Spanish patriotism. Even after their financially-driven marriage, Don Tiburcio was persuaded to act like a doctor even by his own wife.
B. Values learned from the Character

1. Be YOURSELF.
Don Tiburcio, foreign and uneducated, had a hard time to adjust in the Philippines. He should have found his own individuality and also his limitations. A person can't be himself if he doesn't know, understand, and accept himself first.
Also, Don Tiburcio was easily bribed by his own countrymen who are also bad in deed. Don Tiburcio should have stopped caring about how people, Spaniard or Filipino alike, perceived him. The fact is, how others think really doesn't matter. It's impossible to be your own self when you're caught up in wondering "Do they think I'm funny? Does he think I'm fat? Do they think I'm stupid?" To be yourself, you've got to let go of these concerns and just let your good behavior flow, with only your consideration of others as a filter—not their consideration of you.

Don Tiburcio should have stopped worrying about the worst that could happen, especially in social situations. Accepting your own limitations would let know that you're not perfect and makes yourself feel more at ease, too.

2. The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to do nothing. 
Don Tiburcio was indifferent with his wife’s persuasion of him being a medical doctor. He still continued to fool other people of him although he knew that it was wrong. Also, the medical authorities were indifferent too. They didn’t seek action against Don Tiburcio so thus, this fake medic still continued his medical practice and led the death of many sick Filipinos. Here says that, the opposite of love is not hate; it is indifference. The opposite of faith is not heresy; it is indifference. And the opposite of life is not death; it is indifference. Because of indifference, one dies before one actually dies.
3. In general, pride is at the bottom of all great mistakes. 
Pride is not just an emotion but also a mortal sin. In Dante Alighieri’s Inferno, people who have excessive pride are punished by being broken on the wheel. This Spanish pride hindered Don Tiburcio to engage in physical labor and therefore became a bogus medical doctor.
4. Happy marriages begin when we marry the ones we love, and they blossom when we love the ones we marry. 
The marriage of Don Tiburcio and Doña Victorina because of poverty and not because of love is not a happy marriage at all. Marriage is not just a contract but also a covenant between two people through thick and thin, in sickness and in health, etc.
C. Significant Role Portrayed by the Character

1. In Rizal’s time

a. Spanish Pride and Prejudice

It was all Spanish pride that disabled Don Tiburcio from manual labor. His character is a perfect example of the evil Spanish rule during Rizal’s time who deceived the Filipinos of the truth just for their selfish desires. 
b.  Filipinos’ Ignorance
On the other hand, Don Tiburcio’s fraud medical practice also showed the ignorance of the Filipinos on the national and international issues during the time of the colonization of Spain. Swindled by their mother country, the Philippines were considered a country of barbaric Indios by other foreign countries.
c.  Racial Discrimination

Doña Victorina wanted to marry a Spaniard for the sake of being considered, too, as a high-class civilian. And so, she married Don Tiburcio, a Spaniard by blood, even though he was penniless and fraud.

Doña Victorina wanted to be considered as an elite in the Philippine society because of this reason: The treatment to the Filipinos by the Spaniards was nearly inhuman, cruel, and unjust. Being perceived just by the color of the skin during Rizal’s time was a big problem internationally and not just in our own native land. It had become the cause of abuse, violence, and slavery. We couldn’t blame Doña Victorina during her time because she herself was a Filipina by blood. It was on Don Tiburcio’s part if he will be also be blinded by the skin stereotyping during his time. But then, he also did so this married couple only used each other for their own personal reasons.
2. In the Present time

a. Right Legal Action on Fraud and Forgery
In our present time, fraud and forgery is very rampant, from birth certificates passports, credit cards, and documents to a person’s very own clothes, shoes, cellular phones and iPod. Even marriage contracts and college diplomas can be forged too! A well-established control and penalty should be done against this crime because it can lead not just the Filipino community to a very bad reputation and false truth but also to the foreign countries that are also having this same kind of problem as well. Filipinos should not be like a Don Tiburcio, a person who deceives other people because of his own selfish wants.
b. Materialism


Some Filipino people especially women love to follow the recent trends. Sometimes, they get overboard just to get what they want. What they want sometimes is not necessary for living and just for simply having one. This common attitude nowadays should also be controlled because it can lead to heinous crimes like stealing, robbery or theft. Like Don Tiburcio, these type of people will do anything to get what they want, mainly wealth, a big house, a highly-paying job, and expensive things that may not be necessarily essential for survival but only a demand for recognition and selfish pleasure. 
c. Racial Discrimination

Still, up to the present time, the alarming problem of the Filipinos is racial discrimination. Like in the Spanish times, still, Filipinos tend to like things, ideas, or livelihood that is foreign to them. It may be seen now that most Filipinos like foreign products (and even foreign wives or husbands) more than their own because of the mentality that our own products are of inferior quality. It may not necessarily be on the color of the skin anymore today, but on the products patronized by our countrymen.
D. Phrases uttered/referring to the character
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This conversation about Don Tiburcio was about how the Filipinos looked up at him as a doctor. But in truth, he was a fraud and had tricked a lot of people in the country. 

It is also in here that showed that the Filipinos were ignorant of the mischievousness of the Spaniards. The Filipinos were excellent  prey for this kind of predator.
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This part in this chapter showed the ultimate reason why Don Tiburcio had lost his conscience and became a fake medic. He was seen as a desperate, lonely man in a foreign land but with a treacherous dream.
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This  paragraph was about how Don Tiburcio was convinced by his fellow Spaniards that he can become a medical doctor without a background education. Perceiving that the Filipinos were lower forms of animals, these Spaniards had no conscience and ethics concerning to the Filipinos. But we all know that pride, a mortal sin, cannot only bring harm to other people but also to yourself.
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Don Tiburcio is just simply a human being during his time. He can live a simple life if he wanted to but he had the guilty gratification of a man in rags to become a man in riches.
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The indifference of the Spanish colonizers to the malicious acts of Don Tiburcio was expressed in this testimonial of a Spanish or Spaniard-mentalized medical official. That was why Don Tiburcio was never afraid of his illegal malpractices He got the pity of his fellow Spaniards that made him a very wayward man.
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These were the famous words that had came out of Don Tiburcio. These aphorisms clearly stated his desperation to do anything for what he desires. But ultimately, he was just a poor old man blinded by influence of his own countrymen.
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This was Don Tiburcio’s reflection after his marriage with Doña Victorina. We can say that he was not happy with the idea of marriage at all but he had to because he was poverty-stricken and out of luck.
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This was the conversation of the couple, Don Tiburcio and Doña Victorina, about Don Tiburcio’s medical “work”. Doña Victorina wanted his husband to be respected by their neighbors, so as to gain herself her recognition and fame, too.
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This was only one of the times when Doña Victorina made her own husband a fool of himself. She’s always the one backing up her poor coward husband to look good on other people’s eyes.
E. Character Transformation


Don Tiburcio had his conscience after all. After the death due to dysentery of his nephew, Lenares, who was his only defender, he was not called upon again. In the epilogue of the Noli Me Tangere, heresays:
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From a duck to a rat


Don Tiburcio became a rat in the end of the Noli Me Tangere. While most people would not consider rats as charming, the Chinese ideograph for rat also means hamster, mouse, and other small, furry rodents. Rats tend to be adapt to almost any situation in any ways or means like Don Tiburcio. While wise and sociable in nature, rats can also be ostentatious and ambitious in a negative way. They have a reputation for using their loved ones for their own means then later casting them aside when finished.
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"Do you know Dr. Espadaña?" the foster-sister of Maria Clara asks Victoria curiously.


"No," replies the latter, "the only thing that I know about him is that he charges high, according to Capitan Tiago."


"Then he must be good!" exclaims Andeng. "The one who performed an operation on Doña Maria charged high; so he was learned.“


CHAPTER XLII The Espadañas








	Don Tiburcio had come to the Philippines as a petty official in the Customs, but such had been his bad luck that, besides suffering severely from seasickness and breaking a leg during the voyage, he had been dismissed within a fortnight, just at the time when he found himself without a cuarto. After his rough experience on the sea he did not care to return to Spain without having made his fortune, so he decided to devote himself to something. 


CHAPTER XLII The Espadañas








	Spanish pride forbade him to engage in manual labor, although the poor fellow would gladly have done any kind of work in order to earn an honest living. But the prestige of the Spaniards would not have allowed it, even though this prestige did not protect him from want. 


CHAPTER XLII The Espadañas








	He refused at first, for he had learned nothing during the short period that he had spent as an attendant in a hospital, his duties there having been to dust off the benches and light the fires. But as his wants were pressing and as his scruples were soon laid to rest by his friends he finally listened to them and went to the provinces. 


CHAPTER XLII The Espadañas











	"Man," they said to the zealous medical official, "let him make his stake and as soon as he has six or seven thousand pesos he can go back home and live there in peace. After all, what does it matter to you if he does deceive the unwary Indians? They should be more careful! He's a poor devil--don't take the bread from his mouth--be a good Spaniard!" 


CHAPTER XLII The Espadañas











"Give me bread and call me a fool.“


"But it's necessary to live!"  


CHAPTER XLII The Espadañas











A few days afterward, however, he looked into a mirror and smiled a sad smile as he gazed at his naked gums, for he had aged ten years at least. 


CHAPTER XLII The Espadañas











My dear, do you w-want me to be arrested?" he asked fearfully.


"Don't be a fool! Leave me to arrange it," she answered. "You're not going to treat any one, but I want people to call you Doctor and me Doctora, see?“


So on the following day Rodoreda received an order to engrave on a slab of black marble: DR. DE ESPADAÑA, SPECIALIST IN ALL KINDS OF DISEASES. 


CHAPTER XLII The Espadañas








"Only for you, Don Santiago, only for you! My husband only attends persons of quality, and yet, and yet--! He's not like those here. In Madrid he only visited persons of quality."


Doña Victorina, CHAPTER XLII The Espadañas








	Doña Victorina has added to her false frizzes and to her Andalusization, if we may be permitted the term, the new custom of driving the carriage horses herself, obliging Don Tiburcio to remain quiet. Since many unfortunate accidents occurred on account of the weakness of her eyes, she has taken to wearing spectacles, which give her a marvelous appearance. The doctor has never been called upon again to attend any one and the servants see him many days in the week without teeth, which, as our readers know, is a very bad sign. Linares, the only defender of the hapless doctor, has long been at rest in Paco cemetery, the victim of dysentery and the harsh treatment of his cousin-in-law.
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